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1 This study deals with the Biology of Norway rat
' Berk., 1769) in Basreh city during

(Rattus norvegicus,

of the period from March, 1985 to February, 1986, @
(2930) rats ( by 157 field sample ) were
1, Al-Hadi and Al-

total of
collected from rivers banks of HMaga

f.; Abela guarters. And the following showed

= i The burrows had an irregular distridbutio
rivers banks and concentrated on vertical
sectors of the rivers banks, bridge basis and
piles. The following measurements ( 7.4 &

TR e R R R 6.8 + 0.16 )
e diameters of entrance, tunnels

The average of dens
ght ) were

n on

cm represent th
and runways respectively.

£
.
2 3

i dimentions ( length x width x hel
o ( 16.7 x 12.8 x 16.5 ) om. ‘Both males and
s females were found in the colonies, and there

e
ool

were two types of the colonies ( large and
small ). The burrows patterns had a complex

LN

SR

structure. )
5.  The burrows excuvation showed the presence of
males nest that contain-

d most




bigger than females sizes.

gan atb (50-T4) gm- pody

ith (1.49 ¢) and et
and all ind-

lales's sizes were
uorphological maturity be
weight class in females W
(75-99) gm in males with (9.09 %) 5
(males & females) became meé

4
g

ividuals ture &t
(175-299) weight class.
5 From the autopsy of (1170) morpholosy mature

5
semales, (430) visible pregnant females contain-

ing (4277) embyos end (528) lactating females,

the following found :

a) Ingeneral perceniages of visible PT
and lactation were (36.57 % 3 44.90 %

end nighest values were

egnancy

~~

respectively),
{(60.00 % 3 62.86 % respectively) in
Spring (april) (43.24 % 3 44.90 %
respectively) in Autumm (September) and
lowest values were (22.22 % 3 31.11 %
respectively) in Summer (August) and
(21.35 % 3 33.71 % respectively) in
Viinter (January).
(b) Mean number of embryos per visible

E pregnant female was (9.95 + 0.14), and
increased during March, April, September,
Yovember and February to achieve its
max. value (10.76) &% April and decreas-
ed in the rest month to reach min. value :
(8.3) at August. Incidence of pregnancy
and lactation were (7.4 ; 4.54 respect-

increased during of Spring
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(b)

. respectively.
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io (here defined @8 ;
) of progressive grown
The period from
characteristed
ted

In general seX ratb
male/male + female
embryos were (46.14 %) «

Gjovember till March were
ues of sex ratio was no

with high val :
in the rest months and its minimum value ¥
: 1

was 34.20 % during Lugust.

The overall sexX ratio for Horway rats

{ _ oth mature &
immature) was (46.67 % , A7.85 % & AT .58%)
Sex ratio for immature rats

( Imature, mature and b

n Winter season and its maXe.,
¢) during December, and

low in the rest geasqns:with»mig,,-value
Sex ratio for

(20.74 %) during September.

mature rats increased during the period

_fram-ﬁprill-tﬂavemhgr‘(exeegth;lgfﬁ) with
u .87 %) at September,

W L

were high i
value was (53.33




